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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a picture 
processor and a picture processing method capable of 
preventing a gradation converting curve from being 
prepared by wrong reference signal values by properly 
discriminating the highlight position and the shadow 
position of picture information. 

SOLUTION: The gradation converting curve is prepared 
based on the histogram of each RGB color prepared from 
a picture read by an optical unit 105 and the picture is 
decomposed into the channel pictures of each RGB color 
(step S602). A maximum and a minimum are calculated 
by the histogram prepared from the decomposed channel 
pictures (step 8604). When the positions of the pixels 
of each RGB color of the maximum and the minimum 
match by a rate equal to or larger than a prescribed 
value (YES at a step S607), the maximum and the 
minimum are set to be the reference signal values to 
prepare the gradation converting curve passing through 
the set reference signal values. Thus, even when there 
is not a black part and a white part, the high light 
position and the shadow position are compared by each 



RGB color, thereby setting of the wrong reference signal 
values is prevented. 
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